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EDITORIAL FOREWORD

A SAYING attributed to the late Mahatma Gandhi maintains that people in general can
be divided into two classes: those who do the work and those who get the credit for it.
Our Society may sometimes claim the felicity of being able to merge these categories,
and this is manifestly true of the dedication of our present number as a Festschrift to
Dr. Rosalind Moss.

It is also true of the tribute recently paid by our chairman to Miss Margaret S.
Drower when she relinquished the Honorary Secretaryship after fourteen years in that
position. Professor Turner’s remarks deserve to be quoted: ‘She has not only been a
first-rate secretary, able to foresee needs and trends, and to help establish the Society
on a firm basis of scholarship and of activities ; but her charm, courtesy, wit, and lightly
worn learning have endeared her to Members and Committee alike, and have also
greatly helped the atmosphere of friendly intimacy that has marked the Society’s social
occasions.” Her successor is Mr. Robert Anderson and to him we extend our best
wishes. He is fortunate in being able to rely on the continued help of our Secretary,
Miss Mary Crawford, whose able and devoted service to the Society goes far beyond
the accepted requirements of her post.

The exhibition “Treasures of Tutankhamun’ at the British Museum this year has
aroused tremendous public interest, and although there are some strange features in
what has become almost a popular religious cult, the experience in general must be
warmly welcomed. T'o many this has proved to be the first introduction to the civiliza-
tion of Ancient Egypt, and the importance of Egyptology is bound to be more widely
appreciated. The Catalogue prepared by Dr. I. E. S. Edwards is itself a treasure.
Exquisitely illustrated and produced, it is packed with expert information. It is good
to note, at the same time, that the series published by the Griffith Institute, Oxford, is
proceeding apace, the latest arrival being F. Filce Leek’s study, Human Remains from
the Tomb of Tutcankamin. The editor of the series is Professor J. R. Harris.

It was in September 1822 that Jean-Frangois Champollion made the discovery which
inaugurated modern Egyptology, and our colleagues in the ‘Société frangaise d’Egypto-
logie’ have been celebrating the 150th anniversary with an attractive greeting-card
which Professor Jean Leclant has kindly sent to us. It quotes the famous words in the
Lettre a M. Dacier: ‘Je pense donc, monsieur, que I'écriture phonétique exista en
Egypte 4 une époque fort reculée.’

Dr. Revel Coles has asked us to publish the following notice:

XIV. INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF PAPYROLOGISTS

The Organizing Committee are pleased to announce that the Fourteenth International Congress
of Papyrologists will take place at Oxford from the 24th to the 31st of July, 1974.

C 8219 B
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This is a preliminary announcement only: further details with a formal invitation to participate
will be sent out towards the end of 1972. These will be sent out automatically to all members of the
Association Internationale de Papyrologues, and to all participants in the recent papyrological
Congresses. Only those therefore who are not members of the Association and have not previously
attended a papyrological Congress need apply to the Secretary to be included on the mailing-list,
Since the mailing list will be based in the first instance on addresses of members of the Association
as given in the last list published in Chronique d’Egypte, with supplementary information from the

lists of Congress participants, the Secretary would appreciate early notification of any changes of
address or membership.

Dr. Coles can be contacted at the Papyrology Rooms, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford,
England.

The publication of the results of academic research in book form is getting more and
more difficult, and Egyptological works involve special problems. It is therefore very
welcome to learn from Professor H. S. Smith of a new and promising venture on the
part of Aris and Phillips, a London firm of publishers. The first volume in their series
‘Modern Egyptology’ is Amarna: City of Akhenaten and Nefertiti by Julia Samson; it
is subtitled ‘Key pieces from the Petrie Collection.” Forthcoming titles are The Third
Intermediate Period in Egypt by K. A. Kitchen and Ancient Hierakonpolis by Barbara
Adams. The City of Akhenaten volumes published by the Society have now been
provided with an object index listing registered objects in catalogue number order with
volume and page references. Cyclostyled copies are available at [1-00 each, and orders
should be sent to Mr. John Ruffle, M.A. at the Society’s address. Cheques should be
made out to Mr. Ruffle, who is also collaborating in a project for an index to tests cited
in Erman, Neuaegyptische Grammatik, on the lines of the Gauthier-Laurent Supplement
to Gardiner’s Grammar. Those interested should contact Mr. Ruffle or Dr. Harry A.
Hoffner, 61 Church Lane, Madison, C.T. 06443, U.S.A. In the meantime Professor
Sarah Groll is preparing a new Late Egyptian Grammar based on Cerny’s work. A
further project, which has already realized its first issue, is Egyptology Titles by Barry
J. Kemp, of the Faculty of Oriental Studies, Sidgwick Avenue, Cambridge. Monographs
as well as articles in periodicals are covered, and the initial impetus was provided by the
Wilbour Library of Egyptology at Brooklyn, which has been producing quick lists
of its accessions. These Mr. Kemp has supplemented from information available in
the Cambridge University Library. The annual subscription is [fi'50, payable to
‘Egyptology Titles’ at the Cambridge address just mentioned.

“The Triumph of Horus’, a play performed at the Padgate College of Education, is a
revised version of the translation of a text in the temple of Edfu which Professor H. W.
Fairman published, with A. M. Blackman, in ¥£4 28-30. The play was received with
acclaim, and Mr. James Lewis, writing in The Guardian, aptly remarked that it was a
pointer to the existence of dramatic presentations among the Egyptians long before the
rise of drama among the Greeks and Romans. While the Edfu text itself dates from
the first century B.C., it doubtless derives from a much earlier prototype, and the Old
Kingdem has actually provided a dramatic text. The production at Padgate aroused
considerable interest, and Berlin Radio has broadcast a German translation. Professor
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Fairman’s new verse rendering is to be published in book form, and an Arabic transla-
tion is also to appear.

Dr. A. A. Kampman, Editor of Bibliotheca Orientalis, has recently celebrated his
sixtieth birthday. He is also the genial and learned Director of the Netherlands’
Institute for the Near and Middle East in Leiden, and his institute houses the office of
the Annual Egyptological Bibliography, edited now by Dr. Jac. J. Janssen. Among other
personalia of interest is the election of Professor A. M. Bakir to a one-year tenure of the
Budge Fellowship at Christ’s College, Cambridge. The Wellcome Collection of
Antiquities, which was formerly in the charge of Dr. David Dixon at University
College, London, has now been divided into two; one part is in the Liverpool City
Museum, where Dr. Dorothy Slow is in charge ; the other part is in University College,
Swansea, and Dr. Kate Bosse-Griffiths is acting as honorary curator. Professor Abdel-
Aziz Saleh, of the University of Cairo, has completed a season’s excavation at Giza in
the area to the east and south of the Third Pyramid.

Our Russian colleagues have not been inactive of late. Professor N. S. Petrovsky,
of the University of Leningrad, has produced a study of Egyptian syntax in Russian
(Moscow, 1970). Dr. O. D. Berlev, who is also in Leningrad, has published in the
Ancient History proceedings of the U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences (Moscow, 1969,
pp. 3-30) a study entitled ‘“Falcon in Boat”, a Hieroglyph and a God’. This work
may not be easily accessible, and we venture therefore to quote from the English
synopsis:

Sethe’s reading ‘ntj for the ideogram G 7* gained almost universal credence, although it has never
been proved. This reading gave rise to a certain concept of the god whose name was symbolized
by the hieroglyph in question. ‘Der Bekrallte’, ‘der mit Krallen Versehene’ (such was Sethe’s
rendering of the name “n#f) must have been a victorious Horus triumphant over powers of evil. Both
the reading and the theory evolved by Sethe are in flat contradiction with what is known of the god
in the boat. Suffice it to say that the god whose name (according to Sethe) was derived from his
claws was in reality thought of as a cripple with amputated feet. This and other similar contra-
dictions leave no doubt but that in the present case the eminent scholar was wrong.

The reading of the enigmatic sign is disclosed by two stelae (early XIIth dynasty), Guimet C 13
and Leiden 21, as nmi(j). Further investigation brings to light writings where the sign G 7* was
used as a determinative to the phonetically written god’s name, Hamm. G 68 and Hermitage 1063.
In both cases the name reads nmtj.

This reading is in perfect agreement with Manetho. His Mevfecooidus is an irreproachable render-
ing of nmtj-m-z:-f.

The new reading also accounts for the boat in the image of the god, since the god’s name cannot
but be identical with the word nmtj determined with the sign of walking legs. This word, well
attested as a personal name, must have had some such meaning as ‘wanderer’, ‘traveller’. So the
falcon in the boat is a travelling god, protector and patron of all the travellers.

Without expressing approval or disapproval of this new thesis, we feel that we have
quoted enough to show that it must be taken seriously.

When Professor M. S. H. G. Heerma van Voss succeeded C. J. Bleeker in the chair
of the History of Ancient Religions in the University of Amsterdam, there was every
prospect that he would continue the tradition of making Egyptian religion the main
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professorial interest. A token of confirmation has emerged in his inaugural lecture, Een
Mpysteriekist Ontsluierd, which is a valuable discussion of the ‘mystery-chest’ depicted
in the Papyrus of Kenna. The theme chosen by Dr. Herman te Velde on the occasion of
his induction to an Egyptological post in the University of Groningen was the Egyptian
concept of ‘having a good time’ (iri hrw nfr)—a subject well suited to act as a corrective
to the traditional European view of Ancient Egypt as the mysterious land of the dead,
as the author himself suggests.

Losses inflicted on Egyptology during the past year included the lamented deaths of
Professors Siegfried Schott and Keith C. Seele, who were associated for long periods
with the universities of Gottingen and Chicago respectively. Schott was the author of
several important works, among which were Mythe und Mythenbildung im alten
Agypten and the invaluable Altdgyptische Festdaten. In 1967, on the occasion of his
seventieth birthday, he was presented with a Festschrift edited by W. Helck. Seele
was best known for his studies of historical problems relating to the New Kingdom.,
In recent years he had directed excavations at several sites in Nubia on behalf of the
Oriental Institute, Chicago; and he had been for many years Editor of the Yournal of
Near Eastern Studies.

The publication of our present volume has been aided by a generous grant from
the Griffith Institute, Oxford, for which we are duly grateful.
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AN OPEN LETTER TO DR. ROSALIND MOSS

DEeArR DRr. Moss,

I believe that you are not wholly unaware that this volume of the Journal is dedicated
to you as a token of regard and affection by the Egypt Exploration Society. In writing
this letter of introduction I am very conscious of the responsibility I bear, for what I
say should represent the feelings not only of members of the Egypt Exploration Society,
but also of all members of the world-wide community of Egyptologists.

When I began my studies at Oxford and first used the library of the Griffith Institute,
I was much puzzled by the comings and goings between the library and the room across
the corridor. Books I should never have thought of consulting appeared to be of interest
in that arcane place. Every now and then a brisk foray would be made by you or Mrs.
Burney on Lepsius, Denkmdler, and the cradled volumes would be flipped over with
practised ease. I have never known anyone who consulted Lepsius with more con-
fidence and less sense of occasion.

In the years since then my own needs and my professional connections have brought
me to appreciate with ever increasing gratitude what you were doing in that room, and
how you have made the labours of all Egyptologists infinitely easier. It is not just that
we refer daily to the published volumes of the Topographical Bibliography; we have
become used to consulting the great collection of references assembled at Oxford,
which has always been available to every serious scholar. You made Oxford a place of
pilgrimage for all Egyptologists who visited this country; and for every scholar who
came to Oxford, how many used to write? And even if you are no longer in Oxford, and
working in that room across the corridor, the scholars still write, because they know
that they can obtain answers from the files of the Topographical Bibliography which
they could not easily get in any other way.

A few evenings ago I read again Professor Griffith’s preface to Volume I of the
Topographical Bibliography. Writing in 1927 he explained how the idea of a biblio-
graphy of hieroglyphic inscriptions had been proposed by Professor Erman, and how
the task had been put into the hands of Miss Bertha Porter. After describing the way
in which the original bibliography had been slowly built up over thirty years of dedi-
cated work, he continued by explaining that ‘an energetic hand’ was needed ‘to put the
finishing touches to it and see it through the press’. Some Egyptologists maintain that
Griffith could encapsulate in a short comment what most scholars would expand into
several pages. What he wrote next in his preface fully corroborates this claim: ‘She
[Miss Porter] has now found in Miss Moss an ideal assistant, willing to devote all her
energies to perfecting the Bibliography.” Forty-five years later, and even in retirement,
you are still perfecting the Bibliography.

It is of course true that a good, well-used bibliography has Parkinsonian tendencies;;
it grows with use, and the more it is used the more uses can be seen for it. So, its users
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become more demanding, and its organizers more aware of what can be provided.
One of the most remarkable things about the Topographical Bibliography is that each
volume has been better than its predecessor; and this improvement has been due not
so much to the criticisms of others, as to your own appreciation of the needs of scholars.
How often have you said to me, ‘Do you think that an index of so-and-so would be
useful ?’, or, ‘Do you find that you use such-and-such an index in Volume X?’ I know
you have asked others the same questions, testing the usefulness of what is provided,
and trying out new ideas. What other discipline is as fortunate as ours in having such
a bibliography? What bibliography is so appreciated that the successive volumes are
waited for with real anticipation?

Strangers to your methods of work, who have visited you at Oxford for the first
time, have often expressed surprise that you have achieved so much without any of the
technical paraphernalia needed these days by so-called efficient ‘operators’. It is surely
because you have always understood and practised the virtues of concentration, regular
work, accuracy, and sensible economy. Whether you were in Oxford, in some foreign
museum (and in what foreign museum have you not worked?), or in the field in Egypt,
you were always superbly prepared for the task in hand. And while you never failed to
appreciate the value of civilized social exchange, work always came first. I shall ever
remember the month we spent in the Theban necropolis—you, Mrs. Burney, Father
Janssen, Monsieur Mekhitarian, and myself—dealing, among other things, with prob-
lems concerning the revision of Volume I. I do not think that anyone else would have
succeeded in getting us to crawl into some of the places you wanted examined. And I
am sure we felt it a privilege to crawl, as we eased ourselves along some rough tunnel
on the point of collapse. You certainly possess the remarkable gift of being able to
persuade people to do things—not against their better judgement, I should say, but
because they believe that you ask only what is really necessary, and what you are unable
to do yourself. Everyone has been glad to help you, for your work has ever been
truly disinterested, in the best sense of that word. If exploitation has occurred it has
been only of you and of the resources of the Topographical Bibliography, so carefully
assembled on those flimsy (but not too flimsy) slips.

When you read these words, I wonder whether you will just have returned to
Anglesey from some extensive Balkan journey, or be on the point of leaving for Portugal
and the lesser-known corners of Spain. In sending you the heartfelt best wishes and
thanks of all Egyptologists, may I say how very much we hope you will go on travelling
for many years. You have so many friends in many countries ; you know probably more
Egyptologists than anyone else in our close professional community. I know that you
are held in the highest regard and affection by Egyptologists everywhere. Please visit us
whenever you can. In the Common Market of Egyptology you have ever ranged widely;
frontiers have never presented problems to you and Mrs. Burney in your open tourer.
You may be assured of a generous welcome wherever you go, not only because of what
you have achieved, but particularly for what you are. We all owe you so much, and are
happy to be able to tell you so on this occasion. Ever yours,

HARRY JAMES
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EXCAVATIONS AT KASR EL-WIZZ

A PRELIMINARY REPORT. II
By GEORGE T. SCANLON

Part II. The Monastery

IT has been noted in the first part of this Preliminary Report that the enlargement of the
church coincided with the foundation of the monastery.* On architectural evidence this
was datable to A.D. 750-950. The prevalence of pottery whose terminus is given by
Adams as 950 confirmed this. However, the majority of the designs originating in the
Faras kilns were clearly of the first phase of Classic Christian ceramics, which Adams
has appearing about 850. Hence we may surmise a more approximate date of 850-950
for the enlarged church and monastery.>

Yet the greater part of this pottery came from a room (I-I in Plan I, Wizz—I), most
of whose fill was disturbed? and whose walls seemed to adjoin the enlarged church
rather than to be integral with it, and whose eastern wall lacked the plaster covering of
the west wall (see pl. II, 1); and its stone foundations are less suavely laid than, for
example, those of the north wall of the church courtyard (cf. Wizz—I, pl. XLV-1 and
2). The same lack of intimate architectural connection and differences in laying the
stone foundations seemed to obtain for I-N, U, Y, AA and CC; III-M; II-P, R, AA,
BB, CC, DD, RR, SS, and TT.+

I George T. Scanlon, ‘Excavations at Kasr el-Wizz: A Preliminary Report. I’, ¥EA 56 (1970), 42—57.
(Hereinafter referred to as ‘Wizz—1I’. All other shortened bibliographical references therein will be retained
here.)

2 Wizz—I, 52-7.

3 Ibid. 52 n. 2.

4 The distinction between areas II and III is discussed in Wizz—I, 31 n. 2. All topographical notations are
to be found in Plan I therein.

Originally it was believed that I-DD might be equally distinct from the enlarged church, mainly because of
its disturbed state. But it seems to be a self-contained unit, with its sunken hold for water-jars (one in sitx) and
a raised kitchen-area containing the plastered floor of a bee-hive oven, whose base was 76 cm. in dia. (See pl. 11,
2.) This I would take to be the ‘porter’s lodge’ of the enlarged church and hence of the same date as the en-
largement.

The drawing of this unit in Plan I needs modification in view of pls. II, 3 and V. There is a good 30 cm.
between the water-jar in situ and the west wall and the south wall of the hold goes against this back west wall
with nothing intervening, so the plan of DD should be as it appears in fig. I herein. The north wall is slightly
thicker towards the west to symmetricize the northern spur wall of the western entrance to the enlarged church.

Four of the six sherds found in the fill were of the first phase of Adams’s Classic Christian, and one (fig. 2)
had its decoration painted on the underside of the base, similar to one found in I-1 (cf. Wizz—I, pl. XLIV, 4
and Adams, NP I, fig. 3a, motif 2 under N IV A). though the latter had a ring-foot whereas ours lacks the
inner side of a true ring. The crickled remnant of a leather belt with stamped and tooled geometrical designs in
panels (fig. 3) carried the remnants of three thongs at one end, giving it a possible utility for flagellation: this

[Note 4 continued on p. 10]
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As was the case with the church, it now seems clear that there were at least two
building periods in the history of the Wizz monastery. But two difficulties are inherent
in the description of the monastery which were absent by and large in the analysis of
the church: (@) far greater damage has been done in the monastery area, even in this
century, which does not allow a completely accurate plan;!' and (b) it is well-nigh
impossible to date the construction of the ensheathing portions to the E., N., and SE.
as noted in the preceding paragraph, except that it was before the abandonment of the
complex as a whole sometime before A.D. 1200.2

A. The early monastery : ca. A.D. 850-950

The enlarged church and monastery measured app. 54'5 m. at its greatest N-S
extent and app. 28-5 m. at its greatest E.—W. extent. (Cf. fig. 1; Wizz—I, Plan I, and
section A-A of Plan II.) The monastery proper was about 30-5 m. on the maximum
N.-S. axis. Like the enlarged church its walls were founded on and/or strengthened
by field-stones, quarried from the mauve limestone gabal on which the complex was
reared, inserted either as thin plaques or as partially dressed boulders. This allowed
for wider vaulting and for the erection of an upper storey in some areas. Mud-bricks
of the standard Nubian proportions were used to complete walls and to construct the
vaults and domes.3

For purposes of analysis the following are isolable for discussion: the western entry
bloc and stairway; the cell-bloc and stairway; the refectory; the service and comfort
areas; the ‘courtyard’ and wine cellar. Much less clear are the eastern entry from the
escarpment and the attendant bloc; and the elements forming the southern side of the
‘courtyard’.

1. The western entry bloc

The western entrance to the monastery (as distinct from thatinto the enlarged church)
led into ITI-H and down the corridor into ITI-G (see pl. III, 2 and fig. 1, where the

was found associated with the sherds, and may be contemporary with them. If the latter surmise be plausible as
to utility and date, the porter must be termed an inmate of the monastery and be considered when assessing its
population.

If I-DD was the main western gate-house of the monastery as a whole, then access to the monastery could
only have been through the church, i.e. through I-Q and A into I1I-G, if the other entry from the west (into
IT1-H) lacked a gate-house. This latter entry was gainsaid by the erection of room III-M to the west, which
left the entry guarded by I-DD as the only entrance from the desert side, thus forcing the awkward access to
the monastery through the church. For the more general discussion of entrance-ways to Coptic monasteries see
C. C. Walters, “The Archaeology of Egyptian Monasticism’ (unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of Liverpool,
July, 1970), 1326 (hereinafter referred to as ‘Walters, “AEM’”’).

1 Cf. pl. I11, 1, which is pl. 3, a from Mileham, Churches in Lower Nubia, which shows the high vaulted and
domed area of 1I-M, the vaulted but much lower room of II-MM, and the high-standing remnant of the SE.
corner of corridor II-F with what remained of the same areas after cleaning in 1965 (Wizz—1I, pl. XXXII, 3
and p. 29 n. 3).

2 Wizz—I, 51 and n. 1.

3 Except for the elliptical domes of the refectory, the architecture of Wizz presents no novelties vis-a-vis
materials and modes of construction and therefore conforms to the modules and examples to be found in
Mileham, op. cit. 7-13; Somers Clarke, Christian Antiquities in the Nile Valley; LNM 111, 108—23. For the
more general Egyptian monastic building practices, cf. Walters, ‘AEM’ 37-182.
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spur-wall to the north of the entrance can be seen iz situ;! and pl. II1, 3, with the eastern
wall of corridor ITI-F). Originally there was an entrance to Room I-T of the enlarged

church from ITI-H, but this had summarily been closed off (cf. Wizz—I, 43 n.

I and

pl. XLII, 2), leaving the entrance from III-G into I-D, a step composed of two stone

flags, comparable to the flooring of the church(see pl. I11, 4). IIT-G was vaulted as
can be seen from the remains of the springing and was plastered (see pl. IV, 1).
What remained of the plaster carried numerous graffiti and incised drawings,
particularly of autochthonous river-vessels. Not a few of the inscriptions were
in Arabic, indicative of squatter habitation after the abandonment of the
monastery. From the fill came a large fragment, including the ribbed central
section, of what in Egypt is referred to as a bronze ‘kohl-stick’, complete
samples of which have been found in Fustit (an example is shown in fig. 4), from
contexts definitely anterior to A.D. 1200.

To the north of H (i.e. room III-0) an entirely different situation obtained.
Originally two E.-W. arches, each app. 1-70 m. in span sprang from two en-
gaged and one free-standing squarish pillars (see pl. IV, 2) with outstanding
stone courses at exactly the same height (see Wizz—1I, section AA of Plan II).
But as exposed, the eastern archway was partially closed-off (see pl. IV, 3). When
this was cleared, loose rubble from behind (i.e. to the north) fell out leaving a
corridor to the stairway (see pls. IV, 4 and V, 3), but revealing a clear flooring to
the north of the western archway, almost on a line with the eastern side of the
central pillar (see pl. V, 1). Further, it will be noted in pl. V, 1 that the NW.
corner of III-O is built out, and the abutment continues into the SW. corner
of N (see pl. V, 2).

Hence, it seems clear that we have three periods involved in the entry-way.
In the earliest period of the monastery, we had an entrance from the west with
slight spur walls to north and south of the doorway. One entered an open long
passage (III-H) which gave access on the right into the enlarged church at
I-T, and proceeded eastwards into a vaulted passage (III-G) which also con-
tained an entrance into the church (into I-D), made no doubt at the time of
the founding of the monastery,? and an entrance into the long N.-S. corridor
(III-F). This provided an unobstructed vista of 12 m.

To the left of H one had a double arched opening into a parallel vaulted room
(ITI-O) from which one had access to a vaulted stairway at its SE. (see pl. V, 3),
an entrance to a vaulted room (III-K) at its NE. (see pl. V, 4), and an entrance

\

v

Fic. 4

to a parallel vaulted room (ITI-N) at its NW. corner. This latter room was no doubt the
door-keeper’s room, for it contained a niche for clothing and utensils (with a plaster
cross in relief above the niche) and a brick-lined area 1-75 X o-5 m. for a sleeping pallet.

! There can be little doubt that the southern spur-wall was removed or encased when the ensheathing
addition to the monastery was constructed. The difference in style in laying the stones is apparent when one
compares the southern and western walls of IIT-M with the remains of its eastern wall, part of the primary
structure of the monastery. When 1II-M was constructed, the entrance to the monastery, minus one spur-wall,

was retained, but this entrance was no longer accessible from outside the complex.
2 Cf. Wizz—I, fig. 1 and pp. 41-2 and 50-1.
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Originally O was at the same floor level as H, G, K, and N and served probably as a
deposit area for goods brought by land to the monastery in its earlier phase.

The utility of room K is difficult to determine, though one might surmise that it was
a reception room for visitors, for it lacked the niches which bespeak habitation by one
of the inmates. (However, if the monastery kept its animals distinct from those of the
church congregation, who used the church-yard (I-Z), then K might have been a
stable, app. 2 x 4 m., capable of accommodating about ten small donkeys.)

Then in the second period, when the ensheathing rooms were added, very significant
changes took place in the western entry-way bloc. Room III-M was added to the west,
thus shutting off the monastery in that direction and engulfing the southern spur wall of
the doorway into the wall separating I-AA and CC from III-M. The doorway from H
into I-T was sealed, leaving that from G into I-D as the only ingress from the monastery
to the church. Access from O to N (which was probably low and arched as is that from
O into K), was likewise sealed and a smooth dirt flooring added to the western half of
O, which rendered the western archway between H and O almost nugatory, but still
allowed access to the stairway through the eastern archway.!

Finally the eastern portion of O was filled in and the eastern archway filled to the
level of that of the western one. This rendered O little more than a raised dais and
pointed to an abandonment of the stairway and the upper storey. It was undoubtedly,
too, the period when the graffiti were incised on the north wall of G, i.e. when squatters
moved in on the abandoned convent.2

! When the pavement was investigated it proved to contain a fragment of parchment with portions of eleven
lines of Greek in red ink (see pl. VI, 1); a number of sherds with painted decoration of the Early Christian
period (e.g. Adams, NP I, fig. 3a-B, motifs 6, 9, and 26 under N III), one sherd with a roulette-wheeled
decoration external and one with stamped decoration internal, both pre-Classic Christian (cf. Adams, Kush
10, 253—4, fig. 18, upper left example under ‘Stamped Collar and Ledge Bands’, and fig. 23 for chronology).

For the most mettlesome discussion of the philological problems of medieval Nubia see K. Michalowski,
‘Open Problems of Nubian Art and Culture in the Light of the Discoveries at Faras’, in Kunst und Geschichte
Nubiens in Christlicher Zeit, ed. Erich Dinkler (Recklinghausen, 1970), 17. (Hereinafter referred to as
KGNCZ.)

2 That the place was in use up to rather modern times was proved by the presence in K of a large storage
jar, with a greyish clay stopper ¢z situ, and with rope lace to prevent or redress cracking (see pl. VI, 2). It was
filled with grain which smelt fresh to the nostril. And from room N, there came another large storage jar with
a flat lid lifted by a half loop (see pl. V1, 3). That it belonged to the monastery was proven by the anagram incised
on its shoulder; but it contained burnt grain and animal refuse of a more recent date. Further, the eastern wall
of N contained graffiti, including a river vessel, exactly like those in G. However, once the entrance from O to
N was sealed, it would have been impossible to get into N during the second phase, and there was no other
mode of ingress possible. Hence it seems more than probable that N was entered after the monastery was
abandoned, perhaps when its vaulting and the parallel one at O had fallen (see pl. VI, 4 where the height of the
vaultings are respectively 3-7 and 3'2 m.). The break in the far west wall of III-M (see <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>